
General Questions

1. How much is the grant?

 The NSG is a $250 grant. Each film is required to do additional fundraising, so your 
total budget should be greater than $250. Two grants are given each year.

2. When are pitches?

 NSG Pitches usually happen about two weeks after Spring Pitches. (Spring pitches 
occur during Winter quarter, late January to early February, for films that will shoot in the 
Spring). The specific date varies.

3. How long should my NSG script be?

 The recommended length is 3-5 pages. Six or seven pages is acceptable, but 10-12 
page scripts and 20-25 page scripts are more appropriate for other grants.

4. Who pitches the film?

 The Director and Producer of your film will pitch your idea to the Studio 22 Board. 
You may have co-directors or co-producers (though you should be able to justify why you 
have them), but every film must pitch with at least one director and one producer.

5. How do pitches work?

 Unlike regular pitches, the NSG pitch process only takes one day. Each film has ten 
minutes to present their idea to the Studio 22 Board, in whatever manner they choose. 
Usually this involves visual aids, such as a powerpoint, storyboards, or photos of visual 
inspiration from similar films. When the presentation is done, the board will ask questions 
about the film. These questions are used to communicate any information not covered in 
the pitch packet or presentation, or to clarify that information.

6. What kind of film does Studio 22 want me to pitch?

 This part is up to you! Studio 22 wants to include a diverse range of films in its end-
of-the-year premiere, so creativity and innovation are welcome. But be intentional! Don’t 
add risque elements like sex, drugs, suicide, and violence just for shock value. You should 
be able to justify everything that happens in your film. 
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Clarification of Select Pitch Packet Questions

Section II: Artistic Vision. What if I don’t know anything about lighting or cameras?
 
 This first question relates to your vision of what you want your film to be. Your 
themes can be achieved through lighting, set design, film/digital shooting format, whatever 
you like, but you don’t have to know EXACTLY what equipment and setups you want to 
have right now. Also, be descriptive, but don’t feel like you have to write past making your 
point! You should have very clear ideas that you can articulate in a concise manner.

TIP: Look up some handy dandy visual references from films that match your artistic vision

Section III: Budget. I’ve never made a budget. What goes into making one?

 Your budget will be specific to your film’s needs, but there are a few general 
sections to think about: Pre-Production/Permits, Production Design, Costumes/Makeup, 
Non-Cage Equipment/Insurance, and Post-Production. By no means do you need to spend 
money on all of these-- borrowing goes a long way in student film. Also, always include a 
10% contingency for safety. 

TIP: Talk to someone who has produced a student film before, and maybe ask them to 
show you one of their old budgets. If you don’t know who has produced a film, check old 
RTVF list serv emails for crew announcements.

TIP 2: Get creative with fundraising ideas!

Section V: Crew Breakdown. I have no idea what some of the crew positions do on set. 
How do I know what positions I plan to include?

 Ask around! If you are confused, upperclassmen or other students who have 
worked on sets will be happy to explain positions to you. Looking at old crew 
announcement emails is helpful again here, as is the internet: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Film_crew has a helpful list, thought some of the names and duties are different for student 
film. 

Section VI: Resumes. I didn’t get to work on film in high school and have only gotten to 
work as a grip/PA on Northwestern sets. Am I still qualified to pitch?

 It is helpful to have worked on at least one set (Studio 22 or otherwise) before 
having pitched, but not necessary. Any relevant experience you have is important. Being a 
grip or a PA still allows you to get acquainted with how sets function! Just show that you 
are competent, involved, and passionate!

GOOD LUCK! If you have any questions, feel free to contact
 one of your Studio 22 Outreach Co-Chairs.
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